
Bank of Harlan initiates Outstanding Student Citizen Awards 
 

The Bank of Harlan has 

initiated a program to honor 

outstanding students in the Harlan 

County and Harlan Independent 

school districts. 

Bank of Harlan President 

Steve Tolliver said the bank will 

present Outstanding Student 

Citizen awards to a student from 

each high school each month 

during the school year.  

Faculty members of each 

district will nominate a student that 

demonstrates exceptionalism,” said Tolliver. “This may be in sports, academic achievement, 

leadership, or community participation.” 

Tolliver said The Bank of Harlan will reward each recipient with a certificate of 

recognition and a $100 honorarium.   

The Bank of Harlan honored the first recipient of the Outstanding Student Citizen 

Awards prior to the recent basketball game between Harlan and Harlan County. They inaugural 

recipients were Kaitlin Jenkins, Harlan High School, and Jay Phillips, Harlan County High 

School. 

“Young people like Kaitlin and Jay are the future of our community and The Bank of 

Harlan is pleased to acknowledge their excellence,” said Tolliver. 

Jenkins is the daughter of Archie and Kathy Jenkins of Harlan. She is a Rogers Scholar 

and recipient of the Golden Dragon Award. She is a junior and participates in the Beta Club, Pep 

Club, and History Club.  

She is also a member of the Future Problem Solving Team, High School Softball Team, 

and the Harlan High School Band. Kaitlin plans on attending the University of Kentucky to 

pursue a career as a Pediatric Oncologist. 

Phillips is a senior and the son of Jeff and Karen Phillips of Harlan. He is an Eagle Scout, 

a Kentucky Governor’s Scholar, a Roger’s Scholar, and a Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership alum. 

He is a member of the Appalachian Renaissance Initiative’s Student Senate working to improve 

education in the school districts of the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative and all of 

Eastern Kentucky.  

Phillips is enrolled at the University of Kentucky for the fall semester where he will 

pursue a degree in pre bio systems engineering, attend medical school and then a career in 

orthopedic medicine.  

 

 


